The effect of indomethacin on cartilage breakdown.
The effects of recombinant interleukin-1 alpha (rIL-1 alpha) and indomethacin on the glycosaminoglycan (GAG) content of rat femoral head cartilage (FHC) were studied in vitro. Net GAG loss was observed from cartilage cultured in the presence of indomethacin plus rIL-1 alpha. Indomethacin and rIL-1 alpha alone caused no net loss of GAG from cartilage unless the cartilage was cultured in the presence of fibroblasts.